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IS THE BIBLE RECORD THAT JESUS 
FOR REJECTING VEGETARIANISM? ATE FISH SUFFICIENT REASON

There is an old saying that the devil can quote Scrip
ture, and we know by experience that he can. Even Jesus 
had to meet the temptation of misquoted Scripture, and his 
followers now need to be on their guard lest the enemy be
guile them with his misapplied texts.

The meaning of the word "devil" is adversary. The
adversary is the adverse consciousness in men, or as Paul
named it, the carnal mind, the mind of the flesh. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God; it opposes his Truth and 
violates his Law.



In the fallen state of the Adam race, the carnal mind 
is the dominant power in the mentality. It controls the func
tions of the body, producing disorder and discord, and makes 
all the trouble of every kind that people experience. From 
this disobedient mind come all murders and every form of 
cruelty. It rejects everything that makes for righteousness
and mercy and justice.

The savior from the mind of the flesh is the Christ Mind, 
potential in everyone, but demonstrated in its fullness only by 
Jesus Christ. Through faith in his power to redeem, the way into 
rightousness and power and dominion of the Christ Mind is now open 
to everyone, but each individual must decide whether he will iden
tify himself with the Christ Mind or allow the carnal mind to dom
inate him.



When t he question of vegetarianism is presented to one,
he looks at it either from the carnal mind standpoint or from
the Christ Mind view. Passages of Scripture alone will not
decide the question, because as we know, the carnal mind can
quote Scripture to justify itself and sustain its dominating 
power•

The supposed example of Jesus in eating fish is often 
given by the adversary as proof sufficient that vegetarianism 
is wrong. The undisciplined appetite of the carnal mind, in 
its love for the fleshpots, tries to hide behind the Savior of 
love and mercy.



We do not believe that the Bible record concerning the 
eating of fish by Jesus has even the slightest bearing upon 
the question. In the first place, his acts were of greater 
import than appears upon the surface. He was the demonstra
tion and fulfillment of the Divine Law of God in man, and 
all that he did in the outer world was symbolical of deeper 
things that were going on in his own consciousness.

Pish,with their marvelous power of reproduction, repre
sent ideas of increase, and when Jesus multiplied the loaves 
and fishes he was illustrating a law of spiritual supply. The 
eating of fish symbolizes the appropriation by man of Divine 
Ideas of Substance, and its increase in consciousness.



It was the custom of Jesus to use familiar things for 
his illustrations, and. as the people he worked among were 
fishermen, it was but natural that fish should figure prom
inently 4s illustrations in histeachings. Instead of trying 
to change the customs of the people, he laid down certain ■uni
versal principles which would lead the people themselves to 
change their customs. He knew that mere outward conformity 
to righteousness did not fulfill the Divine Lav/ which re
quires man to choose for himself the principles of Truth and
work them out in his own life



One. of these principles is Love Universal. From Genesis 
to Revelation, promises of the reign of Divine Love ana peace 
and mercy in all the earth are made again and again. The 
prophet Isaiah, in his picture of the glorious reign of 
Divine Love, says: wThey shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
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the Lord!.” God is love, and those who know God, love as he 
loves. They are glad to be humane, and they willingly refrain 
from anything that will cause suffering to any living creature



The adversaryTs arguments have no weight with them whatever. 
They want to be merciful, and they are merciful, regardless 
of what other people do. They know that eveiy cry of pain 
and every feeling of fear that animals experience is a re
proach to man. These overcomers have the satisfaction of 
the understanding that through obedience to the. law of love 
they are helping to bring into manifestation the kingdom of 
God upon earth.



On one occasion Jesus said to his disciples, ”1 have 
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” 
When he was in Palestine, the race was not ready for the 
great revolution that was to accompany the ushering in of 
the new race and the new earth. He taught the great princi
ples of life and love, and for two thousand years they have 
been working as leaven in the minds and hearts of men. He 
did not try to explain to them the details of ’’the restitu
tion of all things.” They were not ready to hear; but now 
the understanding that life and love are to be demonstrated 
is becoming general, and the Spirit of Truth is awakening 
men to a knowledge of some of the blessings that the immedi
ate disciples were not able to see when they walked with him.



The desire to demonstrate the Love Universal is lifting 
thousands out of every form of cruelty that selfishness 
has claimed is necessary to man’s well being.

Therefore, in the light of the Truth that God is love, 
and that Jesus came to make his love manifest in the world, 
we cannot believe it is his will for men to eat meat, or to 
do anything else that would cause suffering to the innocent 
and helpless.
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